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Successful take-off... 

Nineteen year old factory HRC rider Tim Gajser 
became the second rookie MXGP world cham¬ 
pion in a row last Saturday at the Charlotte Mo¬ 
tor Speedway. The Slovenian’s attacking style is 
similar to that of outgoing champ Romain Febvre. 
Is there something to be said for pushing limits in 
Grand Prix against staying the course? 

Photo by Ray Archer 









MotoGP 


Another one makes the grade... 

The inevitability that seems to follow Maverick 
Vinales around burned hot last weekend at Silver- 
stone. His maiden victory in MotoGP meant anoth 
er rack of milestones in a season that continues to 
defy prediction and trends. What next? 
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Peak hitting... 

What a year for Cooper Webb. Championships in Su¬ 
percross and Motocross and now a Grand Prix victory in 
MX2 after some superb entertainment at the Charlotte 
Motor Speedway. 450 racing now lies in store for the 
twenty year old starting this weekend at Glen Helen and 
where he almost snatched a win last year. Success with 
Team USA at the Motocross of Nations in several weeks 
would crown an unbeatable 2016 

Photo by Ray Archer 






FQXHEADEURQPE 





L X G I □ N 



When deigning the all new Legion line, we set out on a 
journey to find the most durable, versatile and reliable fabrics 
in the* world, we felt it was critical to partner with a brand 
like COR DURA to ensure the Legion line would exceed the 
demands of off-road. Trusted for over 30 years, COR DURA 
fabrics are known for their perfect combination of durability, 
versatility and reliability. The combination of Fox's forward 
thinking design and engineering and CORDURA-'s industry 
leading fabric development is the perfect partnership 
to deliver the best product to market- 



All CORDuRA fabrics rtlust paw st'inqn.it (fist critariii fcHwc! thpy c.in ftim 
qu 1- brand name. Then w o ret you put it to [ho tost. 



Uo'scU on high-ifl-ria&ity hbur technologies.. COft&Uf+A' fabrics arc fcrvown for 
ChL-ir r^sisEarite Ed Etars, ri<pS r abrasiDns and punPEurfr&. 
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MXGP winner: Eli Tomac, Kawasaki 
MX2 winner: Cooper Webb, Yamaha 


MXGP ENCOUNTERED A WILLING AND SPECULATIVE PAR 
AND TERRITORY AT THE CHARLOTTE MOTOR SPEEDWAY 
IN NORTH CAROLINA FOR THE PENULTIMATE ROUND OF 
EIGHTEEN IN THE 2016 SERIES. SOtyE BIG NAMES CAME 
TOGETHER IN WHAT BECAME A SURI RISING AND EAGERLY 
ANTICIPATED FIXTURE ON THE INTERNATIONAL MOTOCROSS 
SCENE. ELI TOMAC AND COOPER WEBB RAN OUT WINNE 
ON SATURDAY EVENING WHILE TIM GAJSER AND JEFFREY 

HERLINGS CLOSED THE BOOK ON THE 2016 MXGP AND_ 

CHAMPIONSHIP TALES/HERE'S THE LOW-DOWN FROM THE 
FIRST MONSTER ENERGY GRAND PRIX OF AMERICAS 
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by Ray Archer 
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O n a stage that says much about the mod¬ 
ern direction of top-flight motocross and 
perhaps even stronger leanings for the future 
in an attempt to grow a new fanbase, two 
outstanding athletes won the Monster Energy 
Grand Prix of Americas and another two were 
added to the list of world champions forged 
back in 1957. The Charlotte Motor Speedway 
launched an ambitious and fiercely driven bid 
to bring motocross into the sizeable NASCAR 
facility and their roster of well-pitched and 
organised events. It was a different cosmetic 
for Grand Prix (dirt track based, grandstand 
flanked, floodlit and infrastructure proxim¬ 
ity) and almost a different type of motocross. 
“You have motocross, a Monster Cup-style of 
track and then Supercross and this was almost 
between Monster Cup and motocross,” said 
AMA 250MX Champion and MX2 class winner 
Cooper Webb after going 2-1 and sharing moto 
spoils with MX2 World Champion Jeffrey Her- 
lings in what was a tussle that lived up to the 
billing; with Pro Circuit’s teenager sensation 
Austin Forkner playing a fine supporting cast 
role. “Just a little bit of a shorter lap-time than 
some of our American motocross tracks.” 

The raceway setting and the tangible feeling of 
enthusiasm for a new project by the organisers 
gave the Americas Grand Prix an atmosphere 
of ‘Americana’ before the supercross elements 
of the nocturnal programme were added. There 
was buoyancy, pride, patriotism - channelled 
chiefly through North Carolina boy Webb - and 
an upbeat vibe about motocross in Charlotte. 
Maybe it should have been an awkward fit - 
MXGP landing in a hub of NASCAR - but the 
investment in a fast and flowing track and the 
frankly incredible effort to salvage and remodel 
the location after the deluge of rain that forced 
the cancellation of Friday’s practice and quali¬ 
fication schedule was immense. 
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Within the two coasts of one country MXGP will 
experience two different flavours in one week: 
modernity, forward-thinking and experimenta¬ 
tion in Charlotte...tradition, history and technical 
fortitude in San Bernardino and Glen Helen eight 
days later. You cannot fault MXGP for exploring 
boundaries. 

The seventeenth round of eighteen and the sec¬ 
ond race in a row after a swift move from Assen 
in Holland the previous weekend was certainly 
memorable and not just for the achievements 
by Honda’s Tim Gajser (surely one of the most 
special 450cc off-road riders in the world at the 
age of nineteen) and KTM’s Jeffrey Herlings (a 
third world title in six years and a fitting end to a 
term in MX2 where he has been one of the lead¬ 
ing lights since 2010 and from winning just his 
third Grand Prix). The event itself had enough 
character to ensure that it won’t be easily forgot¬ 
ten and the Charlotte Motor Speedway crew had 
already earmarked the improvements that will 
surely come in 2017 (more comprehensive light¬ 
ing, entertainment for the crowd between races, 
a different timetable to avoid perilous sunlight at 
dusk for the riders). Eli Tomac was a level above 
the rest of the MXGP field and for once MX2 
outshone the premier class for entertainment 
as Herlings met his match and then excelled 
further; his first moto success one of the most 
thrilling and limit-bending performances seen 
from the Dutchman this year. 

Grand Prix was afforded a good look at Forkner 
- all whips and frenetic activity on the bike - the 
teenager is blindly quick...it is tiring just watch¬ 
ing him manipulate that KX250F. The rider he 
has supplanted in terms of being ‘the next one’ 
is teammate Adam Cianciarulo and the Kawasaki 
athlete’s hefty crash approaching the second 
corner of the first moto allegedly lead to another 
shoulder dislocation and stretches ‘AC’s unbe¬ 
lievable rate of misfortune. Another blip was JGR 
Yamaha’s Justin Barcia. A first moto holeshot 
hinted at potential for what was a meeting where 
the team have important NASCAR links but 
the figure seen attacking the Motocross of Na¬ 
tions with such verve at Ernee in France eleven 
months ago was absent; a wrist injury hardly 
helped. 


Honda and KTM barely had time to party Sat¬ 
urday night. It was past 22.30 before riders had 
even escaped press conference duty and teams 
were rushing to get bikes crated for the dash 
west. Like the inclement weather; MXGP ar¬ 
rived, left its mark and then vanished. The track 
remained for the fans that had purchased entry 
tickets with an opportunity to ride the course on 
Sunday. That Grand Prix will again be in Char¬ 
lotte is of little doubt and judging by the base 
created last week then MXGP will be frequent 
visitors to North America in the coming years. 
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THE DIRT TRACK 

Originally slated for the four-lane Drag racing 
strip (one of the few of its kind in the USA) the 
MXGP course was instead seen as a better fit 
(and it was) for The Dirt Track, dwarfed by the 
14,000 seater grandstand. Renowned Track De¬ 
signer and builder Justin Barclay was behind 
creation of the hard-pack, jumpy and quick 
course that weaved around and used parts of 
the ‘bowl’ and dipped outside the fences in 
search of a lmin 50 lap-time; the only element 
that stopped fans having a 100% view of the 
entire track. It was daunting, attackable and 
spectacular. Riders gave praise and also rec¬ 
ommended tweaks for the future with a more 
technical edge desired and perhaps speed 
dropped; the magnificent first turn probably 
heard MX2 bikes on 'full tap’ for longer than 
any other race track. 

Over 27,000 tonnes of earth was imported into 
Charlotte Motor Speedway to make it happen 
and the dirt will be stored for use the following 
year or for other events. Considering how Bar¬ 
clay, Rui Goncalves and the rest of the Youth- 
stream and CMS crew had to move the terrain 
around, pump water out of the site, pack and 
seal the ground in advance of the rain and then 
rebuild sections in the early hours of raceday 
then the circuit was a marvel. “It was one of 
those events were you could see a lot of po¬ 
tential,” said Wilvo Virus Performance KTM 
rider Shaun Simpson. “The ground was pretty 
good but the layout meant a lot of people were 
following each other. After the rain yesterday I 
thought we’d see eight or ten ruts but in most 
of the corners there was two good ones that 
anybody could hit and go fast. I would like to 
have seen it a bit more technical. It was quite 
cool to see the crowd getting behind the Amer¬ 
icans and create that bit of buzz. I think you 
can tweak the layout - I think we went outside 
of the bowl a bit too long - and riding in dusk 
was pretty sketchy but for the most part it was 
good.” 
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Fourth place in 450SX and second in 450MX 
this year Eli Tomac has had a satisfying first 
season with the Monster Energy Kawasaki 
team, even if the 23 year old would have 
preferred more highlights like his Daytona SX 
victory. Fitting then that the former 250SX 
Champ was in a Daytona-esque setting at 
Charlotte Motor Speedway and promptly con¬ 
trolled each moto. Tomac’s participation at the 
Grand Prix may have courted controversy with 
his decision to opt out of Motocross of Nations 
representation three weeks later but he was 
undoubtedly an asset and draw for the public 
when not vocalising their approval of Cooper 
Webb’s speed in MX2. 


On whether he’d race the GP again... 


It just depends on where it falls with our 
schedule on the Outdoor series. I actually 
had a lot of fun today. I know the [race] pro¬ 
gramme was cut short and that might have 
made it a little easier. It is tough to say now if 
I will be able to it next year. 


On his quick first moto fall... 


It was a little tip-over slide out. I leaned it 
over and washed the front end out. I almost 
did the same thing the next lap and I was like 
‘are you serious?! What are you doing?!’ and I 
kinda woke up. It was a tough track to stay up 
on. 


On his thoughts of the Charlotte Mo¬ 
tor Speedway layout... 



I couldn’t believe what it turned into. The 
day before I was like ‘man, this is going to 
be a sloppy mess’ and the way the clay was 
I thought it’d be slick and slippery. Obviously 
it was sealed pretty well and turned out to be 
a perfect racing surface; as good as you can 
have with that dirt. If we didn’t have that rain 
then it would have been really hard pack. 
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Another eye-catching performance from Glenn 
Coldenhoff one week after his third podium in 
two years of MXGP and his first on the works 
Red Bull KTM at Assen. The Dutchman matched 
his bright starts with near faultless rhythm to just 
miss out on the last step of the box to Jeremy 
Van Horebeek, who was equally consistent. 
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GAJSER'S GLORY 


Needing just ten points over Tony Cairoli to 
become the first MX2-MXGP back-to-back 
champion (what odds of Jeffrey Herlings doing 
the same next year?) Tim Gajser duly delivered 
and profited from his rival’s malaise in the first 
moto. There were sums going on even around 
the last lap and Honda - on the cusp of their 
first crown in the premier class in sixteen years 
- could barely bring themselves to move to 
the side of the circuit to start the celebrations. 
It led to fairly muted reception for the Slove¬ 
nian that soon turned into a bevy of smoke 
and jubilation. “I didn’t have the best start, 
nor the best rhythm and was fighting with the 
bike; so I didn’t enjoy it at all but in the end it 
was amazing when I came over to the side of 
the track and everybody was waiting for me,” 
he recalled. “It was an amazing feeling. After 
the celebration I went back to the truck and 
thought ‘it’s done...no more pressure’.” 
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HERLINGS HEROICS 



In the early stages of the Grand Prix Jeffrey 
Herlings was in danger of finishing on the third 
step of a podium for the first time since 2012 
but his thrilling first moto victory ensured he 
would be pushing again for the overall top 
step. Failing to pass Austin Forkner for second 
place in the second outing meant ‘84’ was 
beaten in a Grand Prix for the first time in over 
a year and on the first occasion this season. 
His goal of three championships was crossed- 
off however and he now faces his last MX2 
Grand Prix this weekend to close a remarkable 
six years and from emerging on the scene as 
a fifteen year old in 2010. “In Europe there is 
not much more to gain [in the MX2 class],” 
he said. “If you had taken away Cooper and 
Austin today then I could have won by another 
minute. It is definitely time to go to MXGP 
People know I stayed in MX2 because of the 
injuries I had meant I couldn’t prepare myself 
for MXGP but now we are ready. I had a great 
250 career with 60 wins and three champion¬ 
ships and now it is just time to step up.” 
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MX2: MORE PLEASE... 

The MX2 division featured a stunning match-up 
between the undefeated rider from Grand Prix 
and the standout champion of both AMA class¬ 
es, not to mention the hottest rookie on the 
block. The first moto boasted a brilliant key mo¬ 
ment when leader Forkner crashed under slight 
pressure from the chasing Webb and Herlings 
in close company. Webb was held up in the turn 
where the teenager had dropped the Kawasaki 
and Herlings’ outside line put him side-by-side 
with the Yamaha man and right through the 
tapped-out first turn and into the large rollers. 
Herlings prevailed on the KTM as the volume 
level from the crowd peaked-up and it was the 
stage for the Dutchman to hammer two laps 
and make the break to win, and also toast his 
third world crown with Suzuki’s Jeremy Seewer 
only taking a top ten result due to a broken 
front brake. 


“I don’t think the track was easy for passing,” 
Herlings remembers of the incident. “I knew I 
had to make it happen because things had gone 
my way with Austin going down and Cooper be¬ 
ing held up a little. So we were just drag racing 
and I thought ‘he’s not going to back-off so I 
went wide open. I then made those two or three 
good laps and then the race was won.” 

“Austin went down, Jeffrey got around and 
pulled away and I haven’t really had anyone in 
the 250 class pass me and pull away,” Webb 
honestly admitted. “It was something I had to 
learn because I knew his strategy then would be 
make two or three fast laps and that’s exactly 
what he did.” 





“It was pretty wild,” he added. “I saw him 
[Forkner] go down and I was already commit¬ 
ted to that rut. I thought Jeffrey would take the 
outside line and it was almost like a NASCAR- 
style corner; it was pretty sweet and good for 
the crowd.” 

Webb was outstanding in the second moto to 
recover a six second deficit to Forkner and 
overtake Herlings as well. The other two took 
part in a thrilling last lap chase where Herlings 
tried valiantly to seize second and own the 
Grand Prix but couldn’t succeed. “That was the 
hardest two motos I have done in a long time,” 
Webb said. “This track wasn’t rough enough 
so physically you needed intensity every lap to 
scrub and if you were lazy in the rollers then 
you’d be losing time. There wasn’t much time 
to be made so you couldn’t make mistakes. 

You had to [concentrate] on hitting corners just 
a little bit faster. We were all going for it.” 

Both Herlings and Webb - two athletes at the 
very top of the MX2/250 game - also shared 
some insight on the cultural difference found 
between their respective series. “In the U.S. 
most of the guys ‘go for it’ in the first half and 
then get pretty spent,” the 450 Yamaha-bound 
rider said. “What I have learnt from the Euro¬ 
peans is settling for the first ten-fifteen [min¬ 
utes] and then laying it hard in the last half. 
Austin really brought the speed in the second 
one and it was pretty much a sprint the whole 
way through.” 

“Racing in America is way-different,” Herlings 
opined. “Those guys are just so much more 
focussed on the sport. In Europe [before the 
race] we talk, have fun and laugh and those 
guys don’t really talk to each other! It was pret¬ 
ty weird and I was like ‘er...ok’! They will shoot 
somebody to win. They are so focussed and 
with their development on the bikes and the 
way they live. We train...but not like they train. 

I think we can learn a lot from those guys and 
the intensity they have. They go from super¬ 
cross into the nationals and we keep on doing 
our forty minute motos.” 


The speed they carry from the beginning...! 

I’ve never had to do that speed! I’ll start in 
fifth and think ‘right, lets get on and win’, with 
these guys I really had to step up my game. In 
the first moto I was fastest and in the second 
Cooper was faster. People will say ‘who’s the 
fastest guy? Cooper or Jeffrey?’ but you can¬ 
not compare over one event. I won the first, he 
won the second so it is 1-1 and to really know 
the answer you need to race a full champion¬ 
ship over different kinds of tracks. I have a lot 
of respect for those guys, I don’t know how 
they go so fast and these two were, for me, 
the two fastest American Lites riders currently 
here.” 

“The biggest thing [difference] is there style of 
riding,” observed Forkner. “In the beginning we 
just go for it; that’s how we do it and how we 
have to do it. I was going for it and he [Her¬ 
lings] slowly started inching me in. So there 
were different styles of riding and his obviously 
worked out in the first moto but it was good 
racing and I was glad to battle with those guys, 
both champions.” 





Rockstar Energy Husqvarna’s Thomas Covington 
has been the USA’s main focal point in MX2 for 
two seasons and the 2015 Mexican GP winner 
may have been overshadowed by the presence of 
Webb and Forkner but his ride to fourth overall 
represented one of the 20 year old’s more com¬ 
plete performances so far on the FC250. “One 
of my best rides of the year...but it was a bit of 
bummer to miss the podium,” he said. “That was 
the best I was capable of doing tonight. They were 
pushing the limit pretty hard out there. The track 
was totally wide-open in the first race but there 
were more lines in the second.” 

“It has a completely different feeling to European 
GPs or even other overseas GPs,” he added. “I 
really enjoyed it and I hope we can keep going 
events like this in the future.” 
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Tony Cairoli had a quiet day after scoring po¬ 
dium finishes in the three previous Grand Prix 
A virus weakened the talented Sicilian and he 
could only manage 14th 


Suzuki’s Kevin Strijbos had trouble gauging 
the downhill drop start (almost BMX style) and 
poor getaways meant that he had to push to 
reach the top ten. The Belgian was able to post 
11th position and his form was an improvement 
over a grim day at Assen the previous Sunday. 
The veteran also shed some light on the hard- 
packed clay and the perils of coming through 
the pack at Charlotte Motor Speedway. “That 
roost, man, f**k! It hurt like hell I can tell you!” 
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CHARLOTTE MOTOR 
SPEEDWAY & MXGP: 
THE ORIGINS 

For the uninitiated to Charlotte is to NASCAR 
what Silverstone is to FI (or more loosely what 
the Benelux is to MXGP); it is a home for the 
sport and with a great deal of the participat¬ 
ing teams based in the region. On Thursday 
and before the rain arrived riders and press 
were invited for a tour of the Stewart-Haas 
Racing workshop to see how the racecars are 
put together. One of the squad’s drivers - Kurt 
Busch - was milling around the startgate on 
Friday afternoon having flown in especially 
after qualifying at Darlington for the Bojangles 
500 the next day. MD of the Charlotte Motor 
Speedway group, Marcus Smith, commented 
that it took a year of discussions and planning 
to get to the point where the gate was about to 
drop at the site in North Carolina and to un¬ 
derstand better how and why MXGP ended up 
in this part of the world we spoke to two key 
people who made it happen 38 year old Vice 
President of Events at Charlotte Motor Speed¬ 
way Doug Cremer and famed event creator, 
organiser and consultant Eric Peronnard prior 
to a wheel turning on the North Carolina soil... 

Doug, explain the origins of this Grand Prix. 
How did the world championship land in Char¬ 
lotte? 

It was something we talked about a few years 
ago internally because we like motocross and 
we like supercross; we like that style of racing. 
We are in NASCAR ‘country’ but a lot of people 
around here told us that we should have an 
[MX] event out here. So we talked about it and 
Marcus Smith, our President, said: “let’s look 
into it.” So we started looking around and say¬ 
ing: “how do we do it? How do we get it here?” 
We talked with our friends at Joe Gibbs Rac¬ 
ing, Coy and Jeremy, and had lunch with them 
and they said: “you need to talk to Eric”. I had 
no idea who he was but was told that he puts 
on events and knows the whole business. After 
getting in contact we started researching. We 
looked at several different options and ended 


up in Italy at Maggiora at the Grand Prix and 
basically fell in love! It was really amazing. The 
organisation and how things were done there 
is very similar to how we do things. There was 
a big group of staff and a very professional 
organisation and it made sense to us. We met, 
introduced ourselves to Youthstream and basi¬ 
cally clicked. 

NASCAR and the catalogue of events you 
have here must mean that motocross is rela¬ 
tively small scale. What is the depth of prior¬ 
ity for you? 

We see the potential in it...and the potential to 
grow. A lot if what we hear from people in the 
United States is the ‘want’ to grow the sport 
and make it bigger. As a company we looked 
at a race as an investment to make it better... 
not to hurt anything that is here but to take it 
to another level. Gibbs see the potential be¬ 
cause they have a NASCAR team and a Mo¬ 
tocross team and they go to all these events 
and almost asked us why we didn’t have one 
and then put some NASCAR flare to take it to 
another level. That’s the way we are looking at 
it. We want to make this huge. Not just have an 
event and walk away and say: “that was nice, 
let’s do something else now”. We want to make 
this big and that is how we operate, how we 
think and our goal. We want it to be successful. 
We have a lot of staff and a lot of Speedways 
and we think ‘what can we do?’.We’re having a 
Football game at our racetrack in Bristol, Ten¬ 
nessee and we brought in a whole field; that 
is what our company does. What we are look¬ 
ing at here with the motocross circuit perhaps 
doesn’t make sense everywhere else but Char¬ 
lotte Motor Speedway needs big events and we 
do a lot more events here than at other tracks. 
We are like the ‘mothership’, we have a big 
staff and we handle a lot. Sales people, PR & 
Marketing and ticketing are excited about it. It 
is something new and fresh and everybody is 
having fun putting it together. 

I’m sure you’ve been around many meeting 
tables putting this together so were there any 
aspects were you thought ‘oh, that could be 
trickier than we thought...’? Maybe getting the 
dirt in or the placement of the track? 
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Yes, several times! We knew there would be 
challenges and obstacles but our culture here 
is not to give up. We looked at the Drag strip 
first for the track but when we started diving 
into quantities, numbers and timeframes... 
it was mostly down to time frames [why it 
moved]. We have a drag race here in two 
weeks. Could we pull it off? Yes. Did we need 
to in our first year? No. It didn’t make sense. 
The Dirt Track made a lot of sense initially 
because we don’t have to protect any ground. 
We already had some dirt in the facility from a 
Monster Truck show. The area is used to han¬ 
dling dirt and taking abuse and wear and also 
hold a lot of people. We didn’t have to worry 
about tidying it up or the weather. Have we 
learned so much in all this time preparing the 
event? Yes. Have we second-guessed what we 
are getting into? Yes...but we have never given 
up. We’ve gone full-bore. 

What about the political landscape? Many 
motocross fans - particularly in the States - 
might think ‘well, why not run a Supercross? 
Or a National?’ What made you plump for 
MXGP and make an international step? 

The good part is that is we didn’t know the 
politics or the people involved. We came into it 
without knowing the key players and we were 
not in it to offend or hurt anybody. That’s not 
how we operate. Not the intention. We learned 
all that is involved and saw it [the reaction] af¬ 
terwards! We talked to Feld [promoters of AMA 
Supercross] slightly a few years ago and it just 
seemed like something that wasn’t meant to 
be. It wasn’t a bad contact but didn’t go any¬ 
where. It didn’t click, which was fine. We didn’t 
have any serious conversations and it wasn’t 
a market they were looking at the time. The 
Nationals thing seemed to be more rural and a 
traditional type of motocross and I understand 
and respect that. That’s not what we can do. 
We wanted a long-standing sustainable future. 
We have to have big world-class events at the 
venue with concessions, quality of service and 
seats...because that’s what we have. MXGP is 
traditional motocross but to put our visions 
together meant we could change the game 
a little. Why can’t we give people amenities, 
hotels nearby, restaurants nearby? Giuseppe’s 


[Luongo, Youthstream President] thought 
processes matched with our own because we 
like to push the envelope. Maggiora was breath 
taking and beautiful and the atmosphere gave 
me chills. Just to see the passion of the fans 
was amazing and we thought ‘how do we 
capture that and put it in America?’ and this is 
what we came up with. Seriously speaking, the 
teamwork with Youthstream has been amaz¬ 
ing...and we deal with a lot of different people 
to make NASCAR happen, shows and rock 
concerts. It has been one of most enjoyable 
collaborations. It is actually been fun doing 
this. We are a family run company and we like 
to treat our partners in the same way. It has 
been terrific. With some vendors it has been 
totally about business - and that’s fine and 
everything works well and sometimes there is 
give-and-take and some pain - but it is special 
and different with them [Youthstream]. 

Has the event set-up turned out how you im¬ 
agined? 

Yes. To see those assets of MXGP like the sig¬ 
nage, Sky Box and the track coming together - 
the jumps are even bigger than I imagined - it 
is huge, massive. We cannot control the weath¬ 
er but we can be prepared for it and we have 
plans to tackle each situation. But honestly the 
vision we had is right there outside and I can¬ 
not wait until they tear-off into the first corner. 


MR P... 

Eric, what did it take to bring motocross here? 

It was actually easy because the people from 
Charlotte Motor Speedway wanted motocross. 
So they contacted me in January - about twen¬ 
ty months ago - and said “we have done our 
homework and we want to talk to you about 
getting into the motocross racing scene”. When 
people call you into the party it doesn’t make 
it too difficult! On top of that the crew here at 
Charlotte Motor Speedway are one of the nic¬ 
est I have ever met. 


So the beginnings were great and then I went 
into a six month spell of education with the 
executive team to show them what was pos¬ 
sible: from a supercross a la Daytona-style, a 
[AMA] National, a Grand Prix or a marquee 
race something like the Monster Cup. 

We went through every one of them and 
checked the aspects and we started to travel 
and watch. We went to Maggiora, we went to 
a supercross, they went to Miller to meet with 
the Nationals. I pushed them away from the 
marquee race because geographically it was 
not the best place for that type of event and far 
from all of the teams. Basically it turned out to 
be a GP. 

Why? Was it the international appeal? 

Honestly they were interested in all three of the 
options because they knew they could work 
but the family that owns the Speedway and 
ten other facilities wanted to be on top of the 
game. They didn’t want a regional race, they 
wanted something that draws attention. They 
didn’t want to be in the motocross business 
just to be there...they wanted to be in the pre¬ 
mium motocross business. So there were three 
choices and the GP seemed to be a really good 
fit for them and it had the international aspect 
and a lot of other reasons. 

Can you compare the resources for making a 
Grand Prix here compared to Europe or an¬ 
other territory? 

This is a facility with unbelievable ‘horsepow¬ 
er’. They have the ability to do whatever they 
want and that was really appealing to me. You 
are working with people that a) don’t want to 
cut corners b) have a deep passion for motor- 
sport c) need motocross education and d) are 
great people...so it easy to put together. I don’t 
think something like this can be duplicated 
and I don’t think I will get a similar phone call 
from somebody else! I think this is the pinna¬ 
cle of my consulting work to make this happen. 
It is something against all odds really; people 
that don’t know our sport but are willing to 
learn and are willing to invest in it. 

What are the three key areas to making a 
Grand Prix happen? 


Three things, so: a good venue, a good team 
and good weather! We have two so far on 
Thursday and we did everything by the book 
and more. I think we are delivering a really 
presentable product and my feeling is that 
everybody has been overly positive about it so 
far from riders to team managers to industry 
insiders. It is good for the fans. I don’t see any 
downers ...aside from being a bit expensive to 
produce but things like that are expensive. 

With experience can that costing be reduced? 

Without question. For example all the dirt will 
stay on-site and won’t be taken twenty miles 
away. We have talked about it and we can defi¬ 
nitely reduce the cost slightly. 

So it is similar in ilk to Supercross where the 
dirt can be stored and re-used... 

It is definitely comparable to supercross logis¬ 
tics but the difference is that we have 27,000 
tonnes of dirt here and supercross is a lot, lot 
less. I would say half at least. 

What question marks hover over this event for 
you? Is it something like looking at the entry 
list and thinking ‘that can be stronger next 
year...’? 

At this stage I would say we are well above av¬ 
erage on all levels of delivery. Everything is in 
place and the track is ready. We need just need 
a break from the weather. It was something 
we always feared but we didn’t really know if it 
would come. Thunderstorms are quite regular 
here but now we have a tropical storm coming 
and the odds were not on that: the first hurri¬ 
cane that touched the coast of Florida in elev¬ 
en years! So it is giving me a bit of an ulcer at 
the moment. 

Will there be some positive repercussions 
from this event for motocross? 

Hopefully...progress comes from disturbance. 

A lot of people don’t want to change things 
in general and have a special view of the old 
days. But I don’t think this way and neither do 
the people I work for. We had multiple curve- 
balls and more than I was expecting. It took a 
toll on us but with all credit the Charlotte crew 
were resilient. 
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CORVERS: "IT ALL 
STARTS NOW..." 

The first two positions in the MX2 FIM World 
Championship are locked into place with 
Jeffrey Herlings and Jeremy Seewer earning 
their plaudits. The fight for third still contin¬ 
ues between Kemea Yamaha’s Benoit Paturel 
and Max Anstie. Last year the Belgian Kemea 
team - managed by former racer Marniqc 
Bervoets and with ex-world champ Jacky 
Vimond as a rider coach also part of the staff 
- gave Paturel and Brent Van Doninck their GP 
debuts and both youngsters hit the podium; 
the first trophies for the crew. In 2017 Kemea 
will be Yamaha’s official MX2 representation 


with the Frenchman and Belgian again on the 
works YZ250Fs and part of the company ‘tree’ 
through the sport. We grabbed five minutes 
with owner Hans Corvers in Charlotte to talk 
about his team’s rise from developers and 
staging points for young talent to now potential 
runners of a world champion next year... 

Kemea are now very much Yamaha’s MX2 fac¬ 
tory effort with the structure shifting a bit for 
the next two years. Is the team finally where 
you wanted it to be? 

Yeah...and now it starts! On the technical level 
there has been a lot of hard work but we want¬ 
ed to go for the number one spot. 




It was part of our planning for five years and 
now we have arrived there with the brand. The 
line-up through Yamaha for the next few years 
is really nice - 125 to 250 and then into MX2, 
satellite MXGP and then Rinaldi - it is such a 
nice path to keep the young riders in the blue 
brand. 

In the past Kemea was pretty much a devel¬ 
opment team for young talent but now there is 
more pressure to be in a results business... 

That’s what I mean about “it starts now”! 

There is pressure but we are going to be really 
good on the technical support side because we 
know we will get the best material and before 
this was a little bit different. Yamaha have such 
a good bike now and with David Philippaerts 
[owner of the DP19 team] working on the Eu¬ 
ropeans - which means Maxime [Renaux] will 
head there and when Benoit heads into MXGP 
then he will slide across to us - is really nice 
and you can see the progress path for the next 
few years. We know we have to deliver now. 



Before you ran Rinaldi engines then it 
changed. What will the situation be next year? 

Yamaha brought GYTR to the market, which 
is really good stuff, and in combination with 
U.S. Japan and Europe the engines are being 
prepped. A few changes will be made for next 
year with a technical co-ordinator in charge 
and the engines coming from one source. In 
the past we received the parts and built the 
engines by ourselves but now we will have 
prepped race units in the box; like a factory. 
They will be dyno-ed and ready to go and then 
back after racing for service. 


Talking about this year Benoit is almost third 
in the world but when he lost his mother this 
summer it must have been a tough time - and 
far from easy for you as Team Owner - to deal 
with that... 

The last few months have not been easy for 
Benoit. He knew last year that his Mum did not 
have the best diagnosis and he was OK in the 
beginning but in the period around the Grands 
Prix of Spain and France he knew the situation 
was not good. These were his best GPs and 
France was the last time his mum was there 
and he was second and almost won the first 
moto. It was something like a boost [that she 
was there] but she passed away in July and he 
has been dealing with a lot to finish the sea¬ 
son. He is third and I’m sure he will finish the 
job. He has had dips and been down and we 
can all understand that. We had a lot of sup¬ 
port from Jacky [Vimond] and Marnicq [Ber- 
voets, Team Manager], Jacky is there almost 
every day for them and Marnicq had the same 
loss when he was nineteen with his father and 
Benoit knows that. They have spoken a lot. 
Benoit wants to finish the season and take a 
few weeks off but the title is in his head next 
year...l think he promised that to his mum in 
her last days. It is so nice to have this guy in 
the team because three years ago he could 
barely speak English. He came to us in France 
and said “I am Benoit Paturel and I want to be 
World Champion in 17” and that was it and 
nobody knew him! Last year he was ninth and 
now he is fighting for third place. 

2016 still has to be finished but part of you 
must be excited for 2017 because, perhaps 
since 2011, it will be the most ‘open’ season 
for the MX2 class... 

That’s what we are working for and where we 
want to be. With that support from Yamaha we 
will be going for 'that box’. 










CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MXGP OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Eli Tomac, USA 

Kawasaki 

2 

Tim Gajser, SLO 

Honda 

3 

Jeremy Van Horebeek, USA 

Yamaha 

4 

Glenn Coldenhoff, NED 

KTM 

5 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Kawasaki 


MXGP STANDINGS 

AFTER 17 OF 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tim Gajser (c) 

693 

2 

Tony Cairoli 

603 

3 

Max Nagl 

565 

4 

Romain Febvre 

549 

5 

Evgeny Bobryshev 

522 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Cooper Webb, USA 

Yamaha 

2 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

3 

Austin Forkner, USA 

Kawasaki 

4 

Thomas Covington, USA 

Husqvarna 

5 

Calvin Vlaanderen, RSA 

KTM 


MX2 STANDINGS 

AFTER 17 OF 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings (c) 

689 

2 

Jeremy Seewer 

595 

3 

Benoit Paturel 

485 

4 

Max Anstie 

473 

5 

Pauls Jonass 

403 
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SUPERMOTOCROSS 



DUNGEY 

BARCIA 

ANDERSON 

OSBORNE 

MUSQUIN 

WEIMER 

SEEWER 

JASIKONIS 

PATUREL 
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MOTORCYCLES 


THE RACE OF THE CENTURY 

8 OCTOBER 2016, VELTINS-Arena, Gelsenkirchen, Germany 


GAJSER 


HERLINGS 

FEBVRE 

DESALLE 


PAULIN 
BOBRYSHEV 
VAN DONINCK 


Paddock Activities from 10am with DRIFT SHOW featuring Monster Energy athletes 

STEVE BIAGIONI 'BAGGSY' & LUKE WOODHAM. RACES START AT 7PM 


IP BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW 

rffi smxschalke.motocross-tickets.com 


YAMAHA 


SUZUKI 
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RODUCTS 


Accuri - Sundance 


Racecraft - Razmataz 


Racecraft - Hyperloop 












100% 



Racecraft - Tanaka 


100% have released their 2017 collection of 
Accuri and Racecraft goggles. The American 
brand mixes cool design, decent performance 
and great value; it is these attributes that have 
seen the quick surge of the product as one of 
the best sellers. Here is a pick of some of our 
favourites from the new line-up. 100% bring 
lens compatibility across the range. The Race¬ 
craft has outriggers to help with fit and bal¬ 
ance and a 9 pin lens retainer fixing, which is 
the largest across the industry. A thicker strap 
and patented intakes are just some of the oth¬ 
er features. The Accuri is a simpler version of 
the Racecraft but has the same design archi¬ 
tecture. There are a total of sixteen schemes 
and colours for the Racecraft alone and every 
boxed goggle also comes with a microfiber bag 
and pack of tear-offs. 



Racecraft - Republic 


www.ridelOOpercent.com 


Accuri - Invaders 




Racecraft - Emrata 
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DIARY DILEMMAS... 


By Adam Wheeler 

I t’s an understatement to say that race events 
are coming thick and fast these days for fac¬ 
tory riders and top level athletes. Simply being 
devoted to one series or two in a calendar year 
is not really enough for the promotional oppor¬ 
tunities on offer to any brands or sponsors or 
people that make the sport go round. 

Creation of the Monster Energy Grand Prix of 
Americas saw participation from AMA riders 
that have already weathered some if not all of 
the domestic indoor and outdoor champion¬ 
ships and the sight of Eli Tomac dominating at 
the Charlotte Motor Speedway when he could 
be enacting similar speed and performance for 
Team USA at the Motocross of Nations in Italy 
towards the end of September has sparked 
discussions and accusations. Justin Barcia was 
present in North Carolina (with JGR Yamaha 
such a part of the local landscape then the rider 
was almost a ‘given’ to be in the gate) and is 
part of Yamaha’s trio for the new SMX Cup at 
the Veltins Arena in Germany on October 8th. 

Again it is stating the obvious that riders train, 
practice and get on the track for many hours 
during the year - and work damn hard - but 
the gripe about the expanding diary of commit¬ 
ments was very partially put into perspective 
during a visit to the Stewart-Haas Racing NAS¬ 
CAR team prior to the Grand Prix last week¬ 
end. Our amiable guide through the workshop 
was part of Danica Patrick’s pit crew and he 
explained that the NASCAR calendar takes in 
thirty-eight race dates. Now NASCAR is a be¬ 
hemoth of a motorsport. Whatever your views 
on the racing itself there is no denying its size 


and lucrative reach into the American main¬ 
stream. Motocross is like a small piece of rub¬ 
ber shredded from the side of one of their slicks 
in comparison. However there is still a major 
commitment necessary from all of the staff that 
formulates the teams and ‘show’ (some 300 in 
Stewart-Haas). When we asked our host as to 
whether there were any complaints or reserva¬ 
tions about the length of the NASCAR date trail 
generally he merely pointed at the large glass 
doors to the facility at Charlotte (a ten minute 
drive from the Speedway) and said: “if you don’t 
like it then there you go...” 

Traversing the globe or a continent to race in 
any series is a grind in some respects but there 
is a reason why the same individuals, techni¬ 
cians and specialists keep on doing it. As our 
wheel-changer pointed out: there isn’t anybody 
forcing people to be part of a championship 
or competitive effort. This is a philosophy that 
Ryan Dungey has expressed to me in several 
interviews. The KTM star feels lucky to be do¬ 
ing what he’s doing. He might be a busy and 
well rewarded man for being at the peak of his 
profession but there is no lethargy and apa¬ 
thy with ‘5’ and the kind of ‘heavy weight’ that 
Ryan Villopoto seemed to be hauling in his final 
months as a Pro in the USA. Ryan’s view could 
change - it might already have as he has pub¬ 
licly stated that he’ll always answer the call for 
the Motocross of Nations but won’t compete in 
Italy (to be fair the Supercross Champion has 
missed the majority of the Outdoors season and 
wouldn’t normally be considered anyway) yet 
will probably take part in the Red Bull Straight 
Rhythm and is also set for the SMX. 



On the subject of obligation fingers have been 
pointed at Monster Energy recently. The preva¬ 
lent drinks brand is a common dominator across 
various disciplines and special events like the 
Monster Cup, the Nations and the new SMX and 
is obviously a big player in American and global 
motorsports. In an effort to gain some clarity 
on the exact ‘pull’ a major backer like Monster 
could have when it comes to scheduling and 
commitments of their team and athletes I spoke 
with a senior representative of the company 
around the Grand Prix of Americas weekend. 

I was told in no uncertain terms that Monster 
does not oblige their roster to do any events that 
they do not wish participate, that there was no 
‘masterplan’ for transplanting MX stars around 
different races and series at their whim and that 
their only agenda is to “sell as much energy 
drink product as possible”. 

“...Some events will be 
desirable, others are 
based on duty; that's 
part of the job...” 

Sponsor requests have been around since the 
dawn of time and probably since revered FI 
designer Colin Chapman decided to stick a Gold 
Leaf logo on the side of his Lotus cars in 1968, 
and while companies want a return on their 
investment then that should continue. And right¬ 
fully so, there would be no bloody racing at all 
unless someone helped pay for it. 


As someone who has attended almost all MXGP 
events and a healthy section of the MotoGP 
calendars this year then I can appreciate the ef¬ 
fort that goes into being part of a circus. Riders 
train, mechanics wrench and promoters organ¬ 
ise...and a journalist keeps on bashing keys eve¬ 
ry day between races as well. To ‘go racing’ re¬ 
quires a healthy degree of commitment to do it 
properly on any level. Of course there is a level 
of burnout and limit-touching and that has to be 
managed but there is also a margin of choice. 
Riders are well within their rights to embark on 
a full campaign and then pick and choose other 
commitments based on who they have/want to 
appease. Some will be personally interesting 
and desirable, others based on duty; that’s part 
of the job. I suppose we should not lambast this 
practice nor question priorities - we are not in 
the shoes of the people or companies deciding 
personal or business ventures to make racing a 
reality. In a way I guess we should embrace any 
proactivity to sustain or diversify competition. 
Otherwise there wouldn’t be that much going 
on, and it is the fan that ends up winning simply 
through more choice and occasion to see su¬ 
preme athletes and talent in a showcase. 

I can remember asking five times World Cham¬ 
pion Joel Smets in a press conference once if 
there were simply too many races on the cal¬ 
endar and injuries were pervading the sport as 
a result. I was given a surprising rebuke: “No, if 
it was me, then I would be racing every week¬ 
end...” the passionate Belgian said. A job? A 
lifestyle? A vocation? Perhaps much more... 



L38W 















EVOLUTION 

I he 201 f ELY Racing Evolution 2.0 MX 
gear features the onfy MX pant with an 
integrated Boa® closure system in the 
industry, i his revolutionary system otters 
fast on-the-fly micro adjustability with a 
truly "Dialed In" fit. A simple turn of the 
dial delivers unparalleled performance, 
comfort and convenience. 
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CATCHING UP WITH CLEMENT 




GETTING 


VICTORY AT THE GRAND PRIX OF THE 
NETHERLANDS LAST WEEK GAVE CLEMENT 
DESALLE HIS TWENTIETH CAREER VICTORY 
SINCE 2009 - THE MOST SUCCESSFUL RACER IN 
MXGP APART FROM TONY CAIROLI IN THAT SAME 
PERIOD - JUST PRIOR TO THE BELGIAN TRIUMPH 
ON THE MONSTER ENERGY KAWASAKI IN THE 
SAND WE CAUGHT UP WITH '25' TO TALK NEW 
BIKES, BABIES AND BOUNCEBACKS... 




has been an adventure 
for Monster Energy Ka- 
A wasaki’s Clement De- 
salle. With a new factory team, bike, challenge 
and even an expanding family with the arrival 
of daughter Emma this summer the 26 year 
old has had a year like few others in his ca¬ 
reer. The Belgian could have done without the 
injuries. A pre-season arm break and another 
small back problem when he was struck in the 
initial stages of the Grand Prix of Latvia were 
physical setbacks he had to cope with and su¬ 
persede. Desalle is starting to look like the su¬ 
perb athlete and motorcycle racer that fought 
for the premier class crown - MXGP - of the 
FIM Motocross World Championship for five 
seasons in a row. So we caught up with ‘25’ to 
ask about his travails and work to emerge back 
at the forefront of arguably one of the world’s 
most intense and demanding motorsports... 

After the pre-season Valence International 
where you broke you arm - just a few weeks 
before the start of the MXGP campaign - it 
must have been a pretty hard period for you 
and then later having another crash in Latvia 
that was not your fault. It wasn’t the bright, 
shiny new start we talked about in the USA at 
the start of 2016... 

That’s true...but it’s in the past and I don’t 
like to dwell on the old stories! I don’t think it 
is good for the head to think too much about 
what happened. Of course it was very sad and 
I wanted the reverse: that I was able to start 
the season fit and good. The championship 
was over so I started to look race-by-race and 
to work on set-up and information with a view 
towards next year and the right setting for the 
last few GPs now. That’s the plan. 

How was the feeling with the team? It must 
have been a strange working relationship 
while developing the bike, learning about a 
new crew and making your own personal de¬ 
velopment... 

Yeah, it was difficult in the beginning because 
I needed time and hours on the bike to get a 
feeling for the new machine. It was a new base 


so you need that period to make adjustments 
and maybe some big changes to things like 
engine, suspension or whatever. So I had to 
have that time...but I couldn’t because of the 
injury and so building-up was not that easy. It 
has been getting better and better and some 
correct results have been coming. The level of 
competition in MXGP changed compared to 
previous years...and I don’t like to make com¬ 
parisons but sometimes you look to what you 
did the previous year or two years ago because 
it is your reference and automatically you do it! 
There have been some new [fast] guys coming 
into the class. Overall there has been a lot of 
things [to consider]. 

You might not like it...but can I ask you to 
compare factory teams? You went from a very 
strong one in Suzuki and six years of being a 
championship contender to another crew with 
Kawasaki...how are they different? 

Everybody is different and has their own style 
of working...but I can answer you! Team Suzuki 
were really good and now I have a really good 
feeling also with Kawasaki. I am with Francois 
[Lemariey, Team Manager] who I knew before 
and who knows me well. There are a lot of 
young guys in the team who are very moti¬ 
vated and that is good as well. We are profes¬ 
sional and each of us can improve. I would say 
we have a good ‘rhythm’ now because it is im¬ 
possible that everything clicks right away when 
you change teams, bikes and everything. Now 
after days, weeks and months we have ‘gelled’ 
and I’m glad we have found our rhythm. 

What about the bike? Has it taken longer to 
make it yours? To make it a ‘25’...? 

I think it is easy to find a bike - with any brand 
- that is 90% and you can go fast with it. The 
difficult thing is finding that last few '%’ which 
allows you to make podiums and win motos 
and GPs. It was a good base with the new 
Kawasaki but sometimes it takes time to find 
and adjust those small details and make good 
choices. It has been going well in the last few 
weeks and I have been testing more. 
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An example? 

Suspension and the effect on the chassis. That 
was the main point for us. 

I was talking with Tim Gajser and he said he 
is still amazed how well he is doing against 
legends in the class like you and Tony [Cairo- 
li]. Maybe you don’t like to compare but 2016 
seems to be especially crazy in terms of the 
competition. In the past it just seemed to be 
you and Tony going for the title... 

Yeah, you said it! I think if you look back three 
years ago then there were less guys and it 
feels like we - Cairoli, Max [Nagl], [Gautier] 
Paulin - have not changed much. We might 
have changed the brand of bike but we are 
always there. Two young guys came into the 
class [Romain Febvre and Tim Gajser] and 
pushed the level up and we have to fight more 
for it. 

Is that a good challenge as well though? 

Yes, it is a challenge but it is important to also 
find a good limit. Sometimes when I see the 
videos [of this year’s races] you can really see 
the limit. Lately for me it has become about 
completing the year on two wheels. Sometimes 
it is good to be careful with the gas and fin¬ 
ish the race rather than be injured again. As 
the years pass you get more experience...and 
let’s see how the future turns out because the 
young guys are very fast and pushing a lot and 
I think that will change. It is hard to live on the 
limit all the time without being injured. 


mentioned earlier. At this level it is about mar¬ 
ginal things. You are not making big changes. 
You always remind me I am on 19 GP wins! So 
I need to find that twentieth! 

Your daughter, Emma, came along a couple of 
months ago. For nine months you must have 
had an idea of what life would be like. Is it 
what you expected? 

Yes, it’s good, something so good in life and 
more responsibility. We have seen some re¬ 
ally nice things and shared some very nice 
moments. She is healthy and that’s the most 
important. [With fatherhood] You also need to 
find a good rhythm! I would not say we have 
changed our lifestyle too much it is just the 
organisation that is different and also giving 
more importance to some things against oth¬ 
ers. When you see that little smile then it helps 
you remember the parts of your life and your 
priorities. 

It has been a busy year for a number of rea¬ 
sons so has there been much time to play? To 
do any triathlons? Or get on a Kawasaki jetski 
for example? 

Not really! We will have some time later this 
year though. Right now it is about concentrat¬ 
ing on the job for these last few GPs. For ex¬ 
ample, the three-weekend break we had in July 
I was testing and riding and I made time for 
that rather than thinking about Triathlon train¬ 
ing. I knew - and I felt - that there were places 
we could get better so that was my main aim. 


Maybe it’s a stupid question but when can the 
fans expect Clement Desalle to be back on top 
of the podium? You’ve become a top four-five 
guy and close to victory but no win yet and 
2015 was your only ‘dry’ season since 2008! 
Ha! Well, I do my best every time I race...so 
it is hard to answer. I am trying to improve all 
the time and with the team we keep making 
ideas to move in that direction. I don’t think it 
is a matter of two days or two weeks but mov¬ 
ing through those small important details like I 


What about through Monster Energy? Fancy 
trying Jonathan Rea’s WorldSBK Kawasaki? 

That would be really nice! I’m very open for 
that. Make a note that I will be available! 
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40 years of Goggle research and design have all led to the 
introduction of our newest and most advanced MX goggle to 
date. The SCOTT PROSPECT offers a Massive field of vision, 
50mm Works Film Systems and our propietary Lens Lock 
System, giving you the ability to focus on what matters. 


SCOTT-SPORTS.COM 

©SCOTTSPORTS SA2016 | photo: Garth Milan 









Products 


ALPINESTARS 


Alpinestars are not trying to turn motorcyclists 
into a character from the Avengers...rather the 
Race Tech underlayers are part of their 2017 
Technical Collection. The red garments are for 
summer riding and help to prevent build-up of 
heat and sweat and A-stars claim the tight-fit¬ 
ting actually assists getting in-and-out of a set 
of leathers. The product combines lycra span- 
dex on the chest and back with open mesh 
inserts. The fabric is moisture-wicking and a 
pre-curved construction provides muscular 
‘compression’ to help reduce fatigue. There is 
also a short sleeve version. The Winter edition 
has dual density layers and is developed to 
regulate core temperature (basic central body 
warmth). Alpinestars say it is seamless and 
made from ‘polypropylene with elastane fabric 
that will not melt under abrasion’. 

Once you get to your destination and then the 
kit can be stored in the company’s City Hunter 
backpack that comes in four different designs. 
This ’25 litre’ capacity rucksack is resistant to 
abrasion thanks to the nylon reinforcements 
and also has a healthy degree of water resist¬ 
ance (the zips on the side pockets a case in 
point). It has a removable waist strap, rain 
cover and a helmet carrier rolled up as part of 
the bag. Shapely and with high-vis elements, 
Alpinestars also state the City Hunter features 
‘an innovative advanced load carrying system 
and ergonomic shoulder straps designed to 
redistribute weight evenly across the back for 
improved comfort and fit on long rides. With 
plenty of external and internal compartment 
storage options and a removable electronic 
device organizer, the City Hunter is ideal for 
city commuting.’ 

www.alpinestars.com 
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OFF-ROAD/KTM/FOX RACING 



IT FEELS LIKE A RICH TIME TO GET MUDDY. 
TECHNOLOGY FROM THE CUTTING EDGE OF 
MOTOCROSS RACING HAS BEEN FILTERING 
INTO PRODUCTION BIKES ON SHOWROOM 
FLOORS, GOGGLES ARE OFFERING MORE 
SIGHT FOR YOUR STERLING AND NOW EVEN 
RIDING GEAR IS GETTING TECCHY WITH 
FOX PROMISING THEIR BEST PERFORMING 
GARMENTS YET THROUGH THE NEWLY 
LAUNCHED'LEGION' LINE... 









W hen did Enduro get sexy? For sure 

some of the weirdest and most-stun¬ 
ning off-road motorcycle videos you 
might see on the internet involve someone do¬ 
ing absurd things on a dirt-bike but it feels like 
there has been a hard push for getting off the 
asphalt recently and increasing the wow fac¬ 
tor. At the recent MXGP of the Netherlands at 
Assen Yamaha were showing off their WR450F 
and Flonda unveiled their CRF450RX; the red 
machine in particular might be the Japanese 
giant’s most attractive and potent off-roader in 
some time. The fact that it borrows considera¬ 
bly from the new CRF450R ‘crosser is one fac¬ 
tor, to the extent that the bikes share the same 
engine and chassis package. The ‘RX’ has a 
larger tank and different mapping and comes 
branded as ‘race ready’. “The CRF450RX is a 
pure, race-ready Enduro tool like nothing else 
Honda has ever made,” says Large Project 
Leader (LPL) Mr M. Uchiyama. “It uses the 
greatly improved performance of the brand 
new CRF450R and we made no sacrifices in 
producing this ‘RX’ Enduro version, which of¬ 
fers something completely new to expert riders 
everywhere. It is built to win.” 



The Honda was shown in August but was 
beaten to the punch by the 2017 line-up of 
machines from KTM in June. The main selling 
points of the eight orange models (plus Six 
Days specials) ranging from 125 to 500 and 
in two-stroke and four is based around a com¬ 
mitment to Enduro and a merciless redesign 
across the board; some 90% of parts are new, 
a range of fresh engines, a drastic weight drop 
and some of the sharpest styling found from 
nobbly tyres upwards. KTM could easily have 
adapted some of their conquering motocross 
technology but it seems that they have tried 
to keep the development teams as separate as 
possible...which is great news for Enduro fans 
and enthusiasts as the bikes are created for 
one purpose only. Centralisation and ergonom¬ 
ics have been refined for extra ‘feel’ and there 
have been other overhauls such as a reduction 
in vibration and a monstrous 62hp hike for the 
500 EXC-F making the daddy of the crop one 
of the fastest off-road bikes on the market. 

With the Austrians busy in most corners of 
motorcycling it was an apt moment to ask Off- 
Road Product Specialist Joachim Sauer exactly 
how much importance and resonance the 
Enduro market still has for the factory. Over¬ 
all bike sales are pushing 200,000 and made 
the Mattighofen marque the top European 
manufacturer but expansion to the point where 
Street motorcycles are prevalent for turnover 
and development might have ramifications for 
KTM’s roots and core sales. The 2017 model 
line is a gesture that Enduro and off-road is as 
important as ever to KTM. But, still, we wanted 
to check. 
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“We have a long tradition in Enduro and we 
have won more than 110 world championship 
titles out of approx. 260 overall. From all the 
models Enduro is by far our strongest seg¬ 
ment, even though Street and MX are gaining 
from year to year,” Sauer reveals. “The Enduro 
market is pretty stable with numbers between 
45,000 and 50,000. Right now we can see a 
tendency for further growth and for sure with 
our new 2017 models we will additionally push 
the market.” 



“Enduro Competition models’ market share - 
so that’s EXCs and XCs, without Freeride and 
690 Enduro R - in the last 12 months was at 
54% in the core markets (Europe, North Amer¬ 
ica, Australia and South Africa).” Handily for 
KTM their enduro prowess does not halt with 
race wins. “Our closest competitor in Enduro 
Competition is Husqvarna with a market share 
of 19%, followed by Beta with 5%,” Sauer says. 

“In terms of numbers the dirt bikes are much 
stronger than Street...but when it comes to 
turnover Street is catching up from year to 
year, because the big bikes like 1290 Adventure 
is five times the value of a 50SX,” he adds. 

Now KTM have renewed their off-road cata¬ 
logue we wanted to quiz Sauer on where ma¬ 
chine development could go next. Is refined 
electronics the next hurdle? “Electronics 
will get more and more important,” he says. 
“Within the past years we have improved the 
four-strokes a lot with the help of electronics 
(fuel injection, gear selective maps, traction 
control, launch control). The two-strokes of the 
future will take the same road once they are 
fitted with fuel injection. And when it comes 
to future off-road generations we are working 
intensively on even more sophisticated elec¬ 
tronic solutions...but it would be too early to 
talk about any details now!” 






OFF-ROAD/KTM/FOX RACING 









WEAR IT... 


Another sizeable company also staring off-road 
evolution square in the face is Fox Racing. We 
were asked to attend Dave Thorpe’s Honda 
Centre in Wales (www.davethorpehondaoffroad. 
com) by the riding gear and apparel special¬ 
ists - as much a technical brand as a lifestyle 
one through forty-two years of existence from 
California. The launch was for their new Legion 
range for dirt biking. Fox set a new standard 
for motocross equipment last year with their 
innovative Flexair pants and jersey that com¬ 
bined killer looks and styling with performance 
through adaptive and reactive fabrics. Bearing 
in mind what they had achieved for MX, the 
Legion presentation carried a few interest¬ 
ing connotations and the media invited to the 
event were able to get the low-down on the kit 
that was tested and worked on extensively by 
the likes of Extreme Enduro star Taddy Blazu- 
siack, who was also in Wales. 

The biggest factor was the alliance with Ameri¬ 
can brand Cordura. Fox say: ‘Based on high- 
tenacity fiber technologies, CORDURA fabrics 
are known for their resistance to tears, rips, 
abrasions and punctures.’ The fabric fills large 
percentages of Legion with stretch panels mak¬ 
ing up the rest of the construction. The zipper 
vent panels (and even a phone pocket) was 
another feature of the pant with its slim and 
light profile. 

“Before Cordura we were adding patches for 
strength and it was not very comfortable but it 
was resistant,’’ said Fox’s Christophe Chavanel, 
Brand Manager for Fox Head Europe. “We 
learned from that. We said ‘where do we need 
the resistance?’ and then placed it [Cordura] in 
the same way. In places where we don’t need 
it - like on the back for example - then we 
placed the ventilation.” 


“It is about how we can find the fabric,” 
Chavanel adds. “We knew we needed some¬ 
thing slimmer but also resistant and it is 
always a balance. There was a lot of work done 
on the fabric and an effort to move away from 
a rigid pant. From a fit perspective it might 
look strange because people used to wear the 
baggy pant but the fit is more athletic and 
gives better feeling on the bike.” 



Key to the work has been multi X Games win¬ 
ner Blazusiack. “What we had in the begin¬ 
ning was pretty much the motocross gear but 
then the difference came quite big with the 
new line because in the trails you needs the 
fabric to be stronger,” the KTM athlete said. “It 
has to be able to take all the beating that the 
trails bring and I think the new Legion will be a 
game changer for sure. Even with good moto¬ 
cross gear then a day in the forest means you 
pretty much have to chuck it in the bin but this 
is more resistant and means you can use the 
same set much more.” 
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Legion (pants, jersey, vest, downpour jacket, 
off-road jacket, gloves and a variation on the 
Instinct boot) has its roots in Flexair and how 
Fox redefined the functionality of riding kit. 

How it can work with and ‘liberate’ the rider. 
“Going from the regular gear to the Flexair was 
a big change,” says Taddy. “You feel that you 
are not wearing anything. With the regular gear 
you’d sit down to hit a corner and feel things 
were moving here-and-there and you just ac¬ 
cepted that; it felt normal and it was what you 
knew. Since the Flexair then that sensation 
just went. I rode with Flexair a long time and 
when it came to putting something else on - 
an older pant - it was like ‘whoah! What hap¬ 
pened?!”’ 

“With all the flex panels the Legion line it is as 
comfortable as the motocross stuff and lasts 
so much longer,” he adds. “It is perhaps not as 
‘easy’ as the Flexair but it is pretty damn close 
and it is a close compromise." 

Utilising the cheery and receptive Blazusiack 
was a key component for Fox’s two year work 
with Legion and then how the brand tapped 
into their knowledge and experience of other 
disciplines and product lines to help advance 
their discoveries. “We do set up a lot of riders 
to get their feedback and we develop a rela¬ 
tionship with them to get very specific guide¬ 
lines before launching on the market,” claims 
Chavanel “It is important because they are the 
first guys to use our ideas, so if we don’t have 
their approval then we are missing the point.” 

“We are talking about two year gaps for gear 
and the same time constraints for other prod¬ 
uct lines so, for example, it was good to use 
the knowledge we gained from mountain bike. 
In that field you don’t need so much protection 
but for sure agility.” 




A stark example of Taddy’s influence can be 
seen in the Instinct Off-road boot. The Duratec 
rubber compound for grip is one aspect but 
the clear visual difference is in the extended 
‘lug pattern’ sole for traction and reduced mud 
build-up. “The way Taddy used to customise 
his own soles helped us to build the new ver¬ 
sion,” Chavanel says. “He showed us how he 
did it and then we made some for him and 
brought it to the market; if it is good for Taddy 
then it is probably good for everybody.” 






























With the extra technical aspects Legion is 
naturally pricier that Fox’s motocross attire 
but in theory it should be much more usable 
and for longer. “The jersey is more expensive 
because of the Cordura. It is not just about 
good panelling. The difference is around 30-40 
euros while the pant is quite similar in price [to 
Flexair].” For Fox the job now begins to force 
the point that Legion could cause more wear 
to the wallet initially but the same effect will 
not be noticed on the product. “There will be 
a lot of ‘education’ to say ‘invest more money 
but it will last twice as long’,” agrees Chavanel. 
“This is our focus and also Cordura will help us 
and communicate the resistance. It is a change 
of mentality. In the past it was about buying a 
cheap product and something you’d throw in 
the bin after a few rides. Now it is about invest¬ 
ing in performance and a good product that 
goes the distance. It is also worth mentioning 
that we also have two price points in the Legion 
line.” 

Now time for the test and equipped head-to- 
toe with Legion - even including the Off-Road 
jacket a prototype of which was worn by Rally 
star Adrien Van Beveren at the last Dakar - we 
had to admit that it was some of the best look¬ 
ing and fitting riding gear we’d seen. The jacket 
was unfortunately left at Dave Thorpe’s Cen¬ 
tre due to freakish thirty degree temperatures 
across Wales but in general the Blue livery was 
simply stunning and the Cordura material in 
the hand just feels tough, nevermind the actual 
performance. 

Accompanied by arguably Britain’s greatest 
motocrosser and another Grand Prix winner in 
the form of Stephen Sword, a ‘legion’ of press 
headed to the private riding facility; all ruts, 
climbs, trees and short trails; a small enduro 
playground. Comments on the riding are best 
left unsaid (we were hopelessly rusty on the 
250 Flonda) but we gave the Legion a thorough 
testing thanks to being ankle deep in a stream 
(the Instinct defied its non-fully waterproof 
status we are happy to admit) and a moment 
where I caught a tree branch so hard that it 
twisted my neck brace around and cut across 
my arm but the jersey barely showed a mark 


let alone any sign of damage. The Instinct fits 
well and looks suitably rugged - we are hard 
pushed to find a better looking boot, especially 
with the gripped sole - and the rest was hardly 
noticeable. It was a fine day to test the venting 
panels and zips and compared to some other 
off-road outfits the Legion really did feel like a 
featherweight second skin. 

During a needed break and armed with a 
sandwich it was a prime moment to ask Taddy 
where he thought his ‘work clothes’ could 
go next; in light of the progress made in re¬ 
cent years and now with Legion setting a new 
benchmark. “It’s a tough question,” the Pole 
answers with his soft American lilt “because 
like I said about the normal gear you get to a 
point where you accept something and then 
they come up with something new and you 
think ‘why didn’t we think of that before?!’. For 
sure there is always room to improve and get 
things like boots and helmets lighter but the 
sky is the limit. Think about what we were rid¬ 
ing in ten years ago compared to what you can 
use now. It keeps on going forward.” 

An important Fox athlete, Blazusiack was en¬ 
thused about Legion enough to make a rapid 
trip in and out of the UK and swiftly return to 
his base near Girona, Spain for an important 
test with WP. For the thirty-three year old the 
fresh gear hits the mark in more ways than 
one. “People want to have something that looks 
good on the trail but also on the motocross 
track,” he says preparing to journey back to 
Heathrow airport. “The motocross gear on a 
trail can get broken in one day and I believe the 
guy that wants to look good on the trail will like 
the Legion line because it does that and then 
lasts. I believe there are a lot of people that like 
to look good before they ride. That’s the way I 
see it.” 

Looking good and getting the most out of the 
endless stream of accessories and mountain of 
choice for apparel and kit are just some of the 
fun aspects of getting out on the bike; whether 
a KTM, Honda, Yamaha or whatever. The likes 
of Fox are making the experience a little richer. 




//COUNT YOUR HOURS, 

NOT YOUR BILLS. 

PROTAPER WIRELESS HOUR METER 

Monitor service intervals and eliminate guesswork with 
ProTaper’s wireless hour meter. Our simple, user-friendly 
design employs vibration-sensing technology to wirelessly 
track the life of your motorcycle. Installation is a breeze with 
our peel-and-stick mounting system, and for added security, 
zip-tie grooves are built into the fully sealed housing. Don't 
get caught with expensive repair bills—keep maintenance on 
schedule with ProTaper’s wireless hour meter. 



T Fully sealed housing to withstand the elements 
ifii Simple and user-friendly design 
* Wireless vibration-sensing technology 
® Peel-and-stick installation 
\ Zip-tie grooves for added install security 
S 3-year initial battery life 










MotoGP winner: Maverick Vinales, Suzuki 
Moto2 winner: Thomas Luthi, Kalex 
Moto3 winner: Brad Binder, KTM 
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POSITION BEHIND RUNAWAY WINNER MAVERICK VINALES WAS THE UNDOUBTED 
HIGHLIGHT OF THE OCTO BRITISH GRAND PRIX AND ROUND TWELVE OF THE SERIES 
FROM THE HALLOWED CURVES OF SILVERSTONE. STEVE ENGLISH WAS BACK IN 
THE PADDOCK THANKS TO HIS WORLDSBK HIATUS AND GIVES THE GOODS FROM 
AN EVENT WHERE ANOTHER MILESTONE WAS LAID THIS SEASON AND WHERE THE 
PREMIER CLASS TOASTED THE SEVENTH DIFFERENT WINNER THIS TERM 













golden age of MotoGP? Without a doubt. 

With Rossi, Marquez, Lorenzo and Pedrosa 
having written the headlines for years, the 2016 
season has seen an incredible turn of events 
with the competitive formbook thrown out the 
window. 

On Sunday Maverick Vihales joined Cal Crutch- 
low, Jack Miller and Andrea lannone as the 
latest riders to enter the MotoGP winners circle 
and like the aforementioned this was a dominant 
and deserved victory. The seeds of Vihales win 
were sown on Friday. It was clear from opening 
practice that he was in form and that the GSXR- 
R was suited well to Silverstone. With the front 
end of the bike working well the Spaniard’s rid¬ 
ing style allowed him to bring out the best of the 
package in the fast, flowing corners that make 
up much of Silverstone and where momentum is 
key. 

“For me the most impressive thing about Vihales 
this weekend was that he was able to carry a lot 
of rolling speed through the corners,” said track 
spotter and former British Superbike racer John 
Laverty. “He wasn’t generating his speed by get¬ 
ting on the throttle, he was riding it almost like 
a two-stroke and carrying rolling speed. That’s 
something that always works well here at Sil¬ 
verstone and from Friday it was obvious that he 
was feeling very comfortable with the Suzuki. 

The weather this weekend can affect riders a 
lot because they are chasing a set-up for the 
weekend if they haven’t nailed it on Friday and 
Vihales was clearly comfortable in the dry from 
the start.” 

In the restarted race, after Loris Baz and Pol 
Espargaro clashed and brought out the red 
flags, Vihales was third into turn one and chas¬ 
ing Crutchlow and Valentino Rossi. “I was third 
but knew that I needed to attack quickly and I 
was braking so late to overtake Valentino,” said 
Vihales after the race. “Valentino is so good on 
the brakes, and also Cal was the same. When 
I was feeling that I could push, I did. I take my 
opportunity and I opened a gap. Honestly it was 
great to win like this but it was a tough race. 


When you fighting with riders the laps go so fast 
but when you’re on your own in front and just a 
few laps from making your dreams come true 
it’s difficult to not make any mistakes! I didn’t 
take any risks and was just trying to finish. It 
was great. It was great to see all the team there.” 

While more wins are almost assured in the 
future for Vihales, being able to claim a first win 
on the Suzuki will make this extra special for the 
Spaniard before he moves to Yamaha at the end 
of the season. Having been part of the Suzuki 
project from the beginning it was clear how 
much winning this race meant for him. It has 
taken Suzuki thirty Grands Prix to get back to 
the top step of the podium since returning to the 
premier class but having last won in 2007 it has 
been a long wait for the Japanese manufacturer. 
“I’m very happy for us to win but also because 
it’s a clear and clean win,” said team boss Da- 
vide Brivio. “Everybody was there, fighting and 
this was in the dry. Our bike was very good here 
and of course Maverick was riding fantastic. I’m 
very happy for Suzuki and the factory because 
we have worked very hard and I think is a big 
reward for everybody in the race team and also 
in Japan.” 

That hard work has paid off and finally Suzuki 
has won again. This was their first dry weather 
victory in almost sixteen years but the progress 
over the past year has been startling. While 
last year Vihales felt that he was ready to win 
races the bike wasn’t quite ready until now. In 
2015 the lack of a fully seamless gearbox and 
an underpowered engine held them back, this 
term they have been adaptable in the switch to 
Michelin and have evolved. Far from lucking into 
the win Silverstone was the reward for the effort 
and a determined development push from Su¬ 
zuki. 

This was the seventh different winner in seven 
races and in such a competitive time no victory 
is gifted. Vihales spoils will also see him take a 
unique footnote in history as the only rider in 
history to win races in the 125cc, Moto3, Moto2 
and MotoGP classes. 















After the race Vihales admitted that Silverstone 
presented the perfect set of circumstances of 
track layout and conditions for Suzuki. The 
cooler temperatures have always been more 
suited to the GSXR-R. “Honestly this track is 
so good for us,” he said. “We could keep our 
corner speed which is always very strong for 
us. The surface is bumpy and that is some¬ 
thing that we have always been an area for 
our bike that we don’t have a problem with. 

But I still think I have a lot of potential still to 
explore and to improve with this bike. Race by 
race we are getting stronger. I didn’t expect to 
win so soon with Suzuki but all weekend I was 
feeling quite good.” Added to cool conditions 
at Silverstone Vihales knew that it was the per¬ 
fect storm for him to get to the front and fight 
for the win. “I know that the weather was quite 
cold and when I saw this moment I knew that I 
needed to push!” 


Vihales is only one half of a two-wheeled 
power couple and his girlfriend Kiara Fontanesi 
is in a unique position to offer insight into what 
makes him tick. As a four times FIM Motocross 
World Champion the 22 year old Italian knows 
exactly what it takes to win at the highest level 
and for her it is the mental strength of Vihales 
that is his greatest strength. “We train together 
in the gym and we both have the same men¬ 
tality of never wanting to give up and always 
pushing each other to our limits,” said Fon¬ 
tanesi. “We are the compete opposite person¬ 
alities in many ways but were very similar in 
some ways too. I think that Maverick is the 
kind of person that can stay calm in all circum¬ 
stances. That is so important and even if he 
wins a world championship or is doing well in 
MotoGP mentally he stays the same and keeps 
working hard.” 
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With 75,000 fans leaving Silverstone on Sun¬ 
day traffic delays are somewhat inevitable 
but you could forgive Johann Zarco for having 
more incentive than most in looking for the 
quickest exit possible. The Moto2 world cham¬ 
pion was at the centre of an incident with Sam 
Lowes that robbed the British crowd of the 
prospect of a home winner. With the race com¬ 
ing to an end Lowes had attacked his French 
rival for second position as he looked to move 
back to the front of the field after a controlled 
outing. Coming into the stadium section at the 
end of the lap Zarco resisted and contact was 
inevitable. 

Lowes was left hung out to dry and after what 
seemed an eternity of both riders touching it 
was the Englishman who crashed and Zarco 
who ran wide but stayed upright. On the road 
Zarco was able to claim a crucial top ten finish 
and Lowes was dumped down the order. Race 
Direction were swift in their judgement how¬ 
ever and on the cooling down lap Zarco was 
given a 30 second penalty and dropped out¬ 
side the points. While the bikes were cooling 
down the protagonists were seething. 

“This penalty is part of the game,” said Zarco. 
“We must accept it and move on. In the inci¬ 
dent I overtook Sam and he saw me and tried 
to resist but we touched once and after the 
first contact my front brake lever went up, so 
I could not brake more. When we touched the 
second time he crashed.” 

“I lost all sort of time because I went straight 
on. Finally I finished in sixth position and I 
thought that I had scored ten points. But when 
I came back to the pits I was told about the 
penalty. I didn’t expect it and it’s shame. This 
was the weekend to take big gap in points in 
the championship because Rins has a problem 
with collarbone...and finally it’s totally oppo¬ 
site.” 



While Zarco was pleading innocence and 
claiming it as a racing incident Lowes’ frustra¬ 
tion was clear to see as a home win slipped 
from his grasp. “Zarco was struggling this 
weekend and he wasn’t that fast today,” said a 
deflated Lowes. “I had a little problem with the 
brake at the start but after I felt really, really 
good and I had a good plan for the last three 
laps. I felt like I could have been a bit faster. I 
had no clutch lever after the crash and I still 
did my fastest lap on the last lap! That was a 
little bonus for me and made me feel good but 
I’m very disappointed.” 

“Maybe it’s just not fate for me to win my 
home race but he didn’t need to do that move. 
That corner’s very hard to pass because there’s 
are lot of bumps. He’s was on the inside I just 
stayed out, out, out but had to turn in for the 
corner. For me it was a stupid incident. When 
I saw what he was doing I tried to pick the 
bike up but I was already going down. There’s 
six rounds to go and he’s got a ten point lead 
on Rins but I hope that Rins beats him to the 
championship now. I’m too far behind for the 
championship but in the last two races I’ve 
been the strongest guy. Today I believe 100% 
in my head I would have won the race. That’s 
very easy to say afterwards though obviously.” 

Having led every session of the weekend Lowes 
looked to have put himself into position to take 
a second win of the season and vault back into 
serious title contention. With his non-score 
he remains 44 points behind Zarco who now 
holds a slender ten point advantage over Alex 
Rins. 
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The start of September is the start of the 
UK school year and it was certainly ‘back to 
school’ for Alex Lowes. The Yamaha World SBK 
star traded in his R1 for a MotoGP Ml at Silver- 
stone and while 13th position wasn’t enough to 
satisfy the ultra competitive nature of a racer it 
was more than enough to make an impression 
at the British Grand Prix. 

Speaking on Friday Lowes said that it’s easy 
for any rider to jump onto a MotoGP and be 
relatively quick, “to get within five seconds is 
easy but once you start pushing harder to get 
closer to the limit it gets much more difficult!” 

Finding that limit in the changeable conditions 
of Silverstone was an added challenge. With 
dry weather on Friday, rain on Saturday and a 
dry race it meant that the goalposts were mov¬ 
ing on a constant basis for the former British 
Superbike champion. Riding in place of the in¬ 
jured Bradley Smith the main target for Lowes 
was to learn as much as possible on his first 
MotoGP outing and while he blotted his copy 
book on Friday with a cold tyre crash it was an 
otherwise fruitful weekend with constant im¬ 
provement. 

“It was a learning experience for me and the 
start of the race was the first time that I had 
used a full tank of fuel,” said Lowes afterwards. 
“It took a bit of time to get used to that and I 
locked the front a couple of times in a straight 
line early in the race but I was just trying to 
understand everything and learn as much as 
I could. Every time I went out I was learning 
something and even though I scored some 
points I want to do a bit better but I’m going 
to try to improve a lot for next week at Misano. 

I shouldn’t be pissed off because how can I 
know what to expect in the first few laps? I’ve 
never tried the bike with a full fuel ever. So I 


shouldn’t be mad at myself for not understand¬ 
ing it, but I’m a racer so I was little bit an¬ 
noyed!” 

Getting comfortable on the Ml and adjusting 
his riding style was something Lowes worked 
on all weekend. With the huge lean angles of a 
MotoGP machine, up to 68 degrees, the rid¬ 
ing position is different. On a Superbike riders 
need to move their body much further from 
the bike and get out of the seat more to try 
and generate their corner speed whereas on 
a MotoGP bike the added angles of lean allow 
you to stay more centred on the bike. For Low¬ 
es the race became another test session for 
how to move his weight around and adjust his 
body position. Even in the second half of the 
race the Englishman said that he was chang¬ 
ing his form to try and get the most from the 
bike. Part of this learning process also came to 
the fore during the race when he was in close 
quarters to regular riders and noticing differ¬ 
ences in their riding styles compared to his. 

“There are some things that I’m doing right 
but some of my lines are just wrong! There 
were times when I knew that I shouldn’t really 
be going this much faster than other riders at 
certain points of the corner and there’s other 
corners where I basically feel that I’ve stopped 
and they’re driving away from me! I know that I 
need to change how I ride the bike a bit based 
on that but I’ve got a bit more understanding. 
I’m not quite sitting on the bike right, which is 
creating quite a lot of problems but that comes 
down to the differences to a Superbike and 
how you need to sit and move on the bike.” 

Having missed his home round of World SBK 
this year due to injury Lowes was able to sym¬ 
pathise with Smith being in a similar position. 
Getting out in front of the British crowd was 




something to relish for the 25 year old but his 
mind is now already focused on this weekend’s 
race at Misano. 

“This weekend has been fantastic. It wasn’t 
that long ago I was a person sitting in the 
grandstand cheering on my favourite riders. 

So this means a lot to me. It’s really nice to 
have this opportunity if I never get another one 
to race a British Grand Prix. Now I’m already 
thinking about Misano and using this experi¬ 
ence on the bike to get better. With a race dis¬ 
tance I can tell the guys what didn’t feel quite 
right for me. Missing out on dry track time hurt 
me this weekend because we wanted to use 
FP4 to try some different settings. 

It’s been a lot to take in over the weekend so it 
will be nice to have a few days’ rest and try to 
improve at Misano. Honestly though the team’s 
been fantastic and I’ve enjoyed the experience. 
It’s very different to World Superbike and I 
would say that I feel like I was riding at 70-75% 
of how I would ride a World Superbike race; 

I’m more aggressive there because I know 
what’s going on and I know what to expect. My 
goal for Misano is the same as here and that’s 


to get as many laps in as possible and to be 
as close as I can be to Pol.” Lowes was thrown 
into the deep end at Silverstone and in the sink 
or swim mentality of the MotoGP paddock he 
held his own. 

“I am very happy and it’s a big relief because 
we knew it was going to be a difficult mission 
for Alex,” opined Team Principal Tech3 Herve 
Ponceral. “The weather didn’t help him but on 
the other hand he now knows how to ride a 
MotoGP bike with Michelin tires in the wet, in 
the dry and on a drying track. He has learned 
a lot in three days and he showed that he’s a 
smart guy and a clever rider. He didn’t make 
any mistakes and he’s listened to all that we’ve 
told him. After the race he wasn’t very happy 
but that’s good because you always want more 
when you are a rider. The target was one point 
but we knew that wouldn’t be easy for him 
because it’s very difficult in MotoGP but he 
came with three points. He’s been fighting and 
passing some regular riders so we can’t expect 
more. I think when you take everything into ac¬ 
count he did a fantastic job.” 
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exist to one day be broken and on 
Sunday Bo Bendsneyder became the first 
Dutchman to stand on a Grand Prix rostrum 
in twenty-two years. At the Dutch TT in 1994 
Wilco Zeelenberg finished third in the 250cc 
race and Loek Bodelier achieved the same feat 
in the 125cc race. It was to be the high water 
mark of Dutch Grand Prix achievement un¬ 
til Sunday when Bendsneyder matched their 
feats. 

The Netherlands has produced some talented 
riders in the meantime - not least Jurgen van 
der Goorbergh who had two 500cc pole posi¬ 
tions - but not been able to step on to the ros¬ 
trum until now. When reminded of the podium 
drought Bendsneyder was clearly surprised 
and said, “Wow...it was 22 years ago! It’s great 
to be the first since Wilco because I know him 
well and he helps me. He gives me tips and 
keeps an eye on me.” 



This was another step for Bendsneyder as he 
continues to develop through his rookie sea¬ 
son and having become a consistent top ten 
finisher in recent months his podium was a 
continuation of his recent vein of form. Bend¬ 
sneyder finished third after his Red Bull KTM 
teammate, Brad Binder, claimed his fourth win 
of the season. For Binder, the title leader, the 
harmony within the team has helped to ensure 
his progress and the confidence that he has in 
his teammate was clear to see on Sunday. Rac¬ 
ing wheel to wheel with each other in the clos¬ 
ing stages Binder looked completely at ease 
with the young Dutch rider in his company. 



For Bendsneyder the difference between run¬ 
ning at the front and fighting for points wasn’t 
as pronounced as you’d expect for a young 
rider. “Before the weekend my attitude was to 
aim for the top 10,” said the 17 year old. “But I 
knew that if you can get a top 10, then you can 
get a podium too. I didn’t expect to be able to 
run right at the front, but I ended up leading 
the race. It was different to leading the race 
in the Sachsenring because that race was wet 
but the bike felt good and I could do good lap 
times.” 

“My times were the same as Brad and he 
told me that when he was behind me, he had 
difficulty following me. The pace was really 
good, and that’s what we’ve been working on 
all weekend. I’ve been working on riding alone 
and being consistent and that helped in the 
race.” 


All pics KTM/Milagro 


Bendsneyder came into the Moto3 paddock 
this year as the latest young rider with big 
expectations following a Red Bull Rookies Cup 
success. His podium once again offered proof 
of the improving fortunes of the development 
championship. There has been a sea-change 
of opinion over the last couple of years with 
the standing of the Rookies Cup having grown 
considerably. No longer is it viewed as a sub- 
par championship to develop riders it is now 
seen as a bone fide series in the same light as 
the CEV Junior World Championship. However 
potentially Bendsneyder showed that the best 
option is potentially to combine both compe¬ 
titions. It’s a similar path that Binder, Danny 
Kent and Johann Zarco all took. 

With Binder on course to join Zarco and Kent 
as Grand Prix champions their paths to the 
world stage look set to become the norm. All 
three, like Bendsneyder, spent their forma¬ 
tive years racing in the Rookies Cup and the 
CEV championship. Splitting their time in both 
championships has given them a very rounded 
education in the small capacity racing but also 
in the trials and tribulations of travelling the 
world and racing week in and week out. 

It’s far too early to say if Bendsneyder can 
ultimately achieve the same successes as his 
RBR predecessors but his Silverstone podium 
showed once again the talent that is coming 
through the MotoGP paddock now. With Moto3 
rookies having won three races this year a crop 
of young talent is on the rise and while a single 
swallow doesn’t make a summer the rise of the 
Red Bull Rookies shows no sign of abating. 



Tom Jojic (KTM Moto3 Track Support co-or- 
dinator): “The thing is when you come here as 
a rookie it’s always hard. The fact that he’s got 
the fastest guy in the world championship sit¬ 
ting next to him helps but the most important 
thing for Bo is to use every practice session as 
a learning experience. If he just takes it all on¬ 
board and knows that he’s going to get faster 
it’s a good rookie year. Anybody that wins the 
Red Bull Rookies can win in Moto3. There 
was a time earlier in the season where he was 
struggling quite a bit but he takes lessons on 
board. He didn’t have the confidence earlier 
in the season that he has at the moment but 
[team boss] Aki Ajo helps young riders to 
focus on the job at hand. The structure of that 
team is really good for developing riders. They 
keep the them focused and a guy for someone 
like Brad he’s so focused anyway but you also 
have a guy like Bo who is early in his career 
and is a big sponge trying to it all the advice. 
The riding ability is there and with Brad riding 
so strongly Bo has a known reference for every 
session. It’s all about learning really and that’s 
what he is doing.” 





Michael van der Mark (Honda WorldSBK 
rider): “I think that Bo did an amazing job. 
Even for a Moto3 race this one was so diffi¬ 
cult! There were guys overtaking each other at 
every corner but Bo stayed in a solid place for 
the whole race and was running around sixth 
to eighth place throughout and I think this was 
for him the ‘safest option’. He was so strong 
in the chicanes and had a big advantage over 
everybody else and he had a smart race plan 
to wait until the end find out where he is so 
much stronger and then attack over the last 
couples of laps. He did nothing wrong all race 
and for him and all the Dutch Motorsport fans 
is just what we needed.” 











SPACESHIP CALLING...? 


By David Emmett 

W hat makes a MotoGP Alien? If such a thing 
exists - and my good friend Stephen Eng¬ 
lish likes to argue that they no longer do - then 
there are a few milestones a rider needs to pass to 
qualify. First and foremost, race wins in every class 
they enter, starting in 125s or Moto3, through the 
intermediate class of 250s or Moto2, through to the 
premier class. They should have a championship in 
at least one of the junior classes, and preferably in 
both. They should start winning quickly when they 
move up a class. And they should win a MotoGP 
race in their first season. 

Does Maverick Vinales qualify as a MotoGP Alien? 
He impressed in 125s and Moto3, winning just four 
races into his rookie 125 term, then taking five races 
on the grossly underpowered but sweet handling 
FTR Honda in Moto3. He won a Moto3 title after 
switching to the KTM, and coming under the tu¬ 
telage of Aki Ajo, the strict Finnish team manager 
with a reputation for bringing discipline to unruly 
talents...and ensuring they succeed. He won his 
second Moto2 race, and finished his rookie Moto2 
season in third place behind Tito Rabat and Mika 
Kallio. 

But he did not win in his first season in MotoGP. He 
did not even get on the podium. Vinales’ best result 
in his first year in MotoGP was sixth place, once at 
his home round in Barcelona, and once at Phillip 
Island. His best qualifying was a front row start in 
Barcelona, where he started from second on the 
grid. It took him 23 appearances to get on the po¬ 
dium and 30 races to get his first win. Technically, 
he is lagging way behind schedule for Alien status. 

Does that negate his claim to be an Alien? It is 
fair to point out that 2015 was not just Maverick 
Vinales’ first year in the class, it was also Suzuki’s 
first year back after a four-year absence. Last year, 
the bike was simply not matching the pace of the 
Hondas, the Yamahas, or even the Ducatis. It lacked 
a seamless gearbox, unlike all its competitors. It 


was using Suzuki’s own software on the spec ECU, 
which was up against the exceptionally sophisti¬ 
cated software used by Honda and Yamaha. 

This time, Suzuki have radically closed the gap to 
the other manufacturers. The GSX-RR is now just a 
handful of horsepower down on the Yamaha, and 
a little more on the Ducati and Honda. They have 
the fully seamless gearbox - working for both up 
and downshifts - which is just as efficient as those 
of the factories that have been in the series for 
longer. The chassis hasn’t been radically altered 
but it didn’t need much: it is probably the sweetest 
handling machine on the MotoGP grid. 

The unified software (as the spec software package 
is known) has gone a long way towards levelling the 
playing field. The first test with the unified software 
at Valencia exposed the difference between the 
proprietary software the factories had been running. 
After that two-day test, the Yamaha riders were talk¬ 
ing about a step back of five or six years, while the 
Honda teams were struggling just to try to under¬ 
stand where to begin. Ducati made solid progress, 
having already switched to the more sophisticated 
iteration of the Open class software. While the 
Suzuki riders hailed the common software as a big 
step forward, much better than Suzuki’s own soft¬ 
ware, which they had been using up until then. 

The switch to Michelins has also helped, introduc¬ 
ing a wild card element into the equation. The 
development advantage which Honda, Yamaha, and 
Ducati had with the Bridgestones has been wiped 
away at a stroke. Everyone is back on the same 
page again. What’s more, the fact that Michelin 
are bringing tyres that work in both compounds, 
not just the one compound as was the case with 
Bridgestone, has introduced another joker into the 
pack. 



And then there’s the weather: rain, cold, heat, all 
have played a prominent part in the races so far 
this year. The weather, combined with the new 
rules, have created a potent cocktail which has left 
more in the hands of the rider. The last seven races 
have been won by seven different riders. There 
have been four first-time winners in 2016. Four 
manufacturers have won races this year: Ducati for 
the first time since 2010; Suzuki for the first time 
since 2007. 


“Rossi: Vm very worried 
for next year with 
Maverick ..." 


So perhaps we need to consider Maverick Vinales’ 
application for MotoGP Alien status seriously. The 
things the Spanish youngster achieved in the junior 
classes had already marked him out as special. 

His performance on the FTR Honda was truly 
remarkable: the FTR chassis was vastly superior 
to the KTM, but the Honda engine was way down 
on horsepower to the Austrian power unit. Vinales 
had to massively override the bike to get it to be 
competitive, braking well beyond normal limits, 
and pushing the front at the very edge of adhesion. 
Taking second at Motegi was absolutely astonish¬ 
ing: that track is all about top speed and accelera¬ 
tion, even on a Moto3 bike. Vinales made up the 
half a second or more he was losing down the back 
straight purely by braking much later than anyone 
else, and forcing the front wheel into the corner 
and managing the grip. 

Maverick Vinales may not have won a MotoGP race 
in his first season but he has mitigating circum¬ 
stances. He may have been ready but the bike 


he came into the class with was still way off the 
pace. Even today, the Suzuki is not quite capable 
of hanging with the Hondas, Yamahas and Ducatis 
of this world unless conditions permit. If it’s cold, 
then the GSX-RR has rear grip, and can drive out of 
corners. If it’s warm, all the rear wheel does is spin, 
burning rubber rather than providing drive. 

But perhaps we are missing something in our defi¬ 
nition of a MotoGP Alien. Perhaps winning a race 
is not enough in and of itself. Perhaps we need to 
hold off until they have started to rack up regular 
victories. Vinales has yet to do this, and the signs 
are not good he will do so in 2016. Too many warm 
tracks are coming, which will create problems with 
grip for the Suzuki riders. 

Perhaps we will have to wait until 2017 for a defini¬ 
tive answer. Next season, Vinales lines up along¬ 
side Valentino Rossi, on a bike which has already 
won five races this year, and finished on the podi¬ 
um five times when it couldn’t win. Rossi is already 
concerned about the Spaniard, with Vinales set to 
replace Jorge Lorenzo alongside him in the Mov- 
istar Yamaha team. “I’m very worried for next year 
with Maverick,” Rossi said at the press conference 
after the race at Silverstone. “But not from today. I 
already know his potential because today he won 
and a lot of people will speak about this victory but 
all the people that work in MotoGP already know 
from a long time his talent. I know from the mo¬ 
ment that the sign for Yamaha is not easy. I cannot 
be relaxed.” 

So far, Valentino Rossi has had a very good rela¬ 
tionship with Maverick Vinales. That is likely to 
change once Rossi starts getting beaten regularly 
by Vinales. But first, Vinales has to prove he can do 
that. After Vinales wins his third or four race, then 
there will be on doubt about whether he is an Alien 
or not. He has a whiff of the Martian about him 
already. 


SILVERSTONE. 


TONY GOLDSMITH'S VERY CAPABLE 
LENSMITHERY WAS ON-POINT AT 
SILVERSTONE LAST WEEKEND SO 
WE ASKED TG IF HE COULD SEND 
OVER SOME IMAGES TO CAPTURE A 
SLICE OF THE ATMOSPHERE IN THE 
UK. ENJOY 
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SHOEI 

Helmet masters Shoei are coming up to sixty 
years of existence and many decades recog¬ 
nised as creators of some of the very best 
and safest lids in motorcycling. The Japanese 
have loyal fans and customers and have now 
created some casualwear to accompany their 
renowned head protection. Shoei’s initial step 
into apparel includes five different shades of t- 
shirt, three hoodies, five caps and two beanies 
and thanks to that distinctive logo the gear can 
quite simply be defined as biker ‘cool’. Avail¬ 
able from any Shoei stockist to buy or order, 
the company put their price levels at: ‘T-Shirts 
(29.95 euros), Zipped Hoodies (69.90 EUR), 
Beanies (29.95 euros) and Caps (29,95 Euro)’. 

www.shoei-europe.com 
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